
Last year, my diaconate classmates and I were invited to attend a seminar on preaching.  This was an 

event for Deacons in the Diocese of Joliet presented by the homiletics instructor at St. Mary of the Lake 

Seminary in Mundelein.   We were coming up on Valentine’s Day 2022 and he happened to be preaching 

the next Sunday at the seminary.  The second reading was St. Paul’s well-known treatise on love.   He 

acknowledged this reading’s popularity for weddings, then posed an interesting question: how do you 

preach about love (imagine the most suave, seductive tone possible) to a group of soon to be celibate 

priests?  It was not a rhetorical question; and, he never gave us his answer.  He didn’t even offer a hint 

or two over the course of the next several hours.   

Left to ponder this on my own, I wondered if a little mathematical manipulation of this equation might 

help me arrive at the answer.  Unlike many in the room that day, I actually enjoy math, so let’s do a little 

substitution.  Algebra says if ‘x’ is equal to ‘y’, we can replace ‘x’ with ‘y’ to simplify an equation.  God is 

love, so what happens if we replace the word ‘love’ with God in St. Paul’s message to the Corinthians:    

Love is patient; Love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  It does not insist 

on his own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in 

the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  (1 Cor 13:4-

7)   

How many more times will God need to forgive me for falling victim to the same temptation?  For 

making the same mistakes?  For getting angry and blaming him when things don’t go my way?  At least 

once more.  God is patient.   How often have I known the right thing to do, but didn’t do it because I was 

embarrassed, tired, or convinced someone else would do it instead of me?  Another opportunity always 

presents itself.  God is kind.  There is only one God who created everything out of nothing.  All things 

belong to him.  There is no reason for envy.  God is not envious.   I’m sensing a pattern here.     

It wasn’t all that long ago that we were celebrating Jesus’ birth.  The arrival of a young baby laid in a 

wooden cradle.  Now, we prepare ourselves to journey with this child, this man, to fulfill the reason he 

was born as man, to hang on a wooden cross.   Jesus knows everything about being human because he 

was human.  Our hopes, dreams, pain and suffering.  What makes us laugh and what makes us cry.  He 

quite literally bears all things, believes all thing, hopes all things.  And, in a little over 40 days we will 

remember how he bore the pain and punishment that rightfully belonged to you and me.   He endures 

all things.   

A little bit of “math” has helped reveal a deeper dimension.  St. Paul is not just talking about how a 

husband and wife should act toward one another.  He is telling us how God acts toward us, and in turn 

how we should act toward each other.   He is giving us a model for what it means to sacrifice.  In 1 Cor 

13:3, “If I give away all of my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not 

have love, I gain nothing.”  If I do not have God, I gain nothing.   We can make the most profound, visible 

gestures possible, but if our hearts are not focused on why we are sacrificing, there is no gain.  We are 

just a “noisy gong.”  God wants us to give of our very selves because this is exactly what he does for us.   

Lent is the season of sacrifice.   We talk about not having meat on Friday or what we have “given up.” 

Why are we not eating meat?  Why are we giving something up?  Ideally, that small token of discomfort 

reminds us of the discomfort that Jesus suffered in our place.  The “giving up” of Lent is not about me or 

you.  It’s about God and his example for us.  Jesus does not “give up” external things.  He gives of 

himself—his very life.  So this Lent, go beyond what you are going to “give up” and “give of”… yourself.   



Slow down and think before you respond in anger or speak curtly to your children when they make a 

mistake because God is patient with you.   Help the person asking for money by the side of the road 

instead of assuming he or she is just a ‘scam artist’ or drug addict because God is kind to you.   Let your 

spouse choose the restaurant, movie or what’s on tv because God does not insist on his own way for 

you.  You have the gift of free will.  Give a compliment, thanks or congratulations to a friend or co-

worker instead of patting yourself on the back because God is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 

rude.  Bear your burdens for God because he bears all things for you.  Embrace all the ways you can give 

of yourself over these next forty days.  It will be difficult at times.  Tiring, I’m sure.  Give it your best to 

endure all of it because God endures all things for you.     


